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Language Revival Movements
Welsh Anishinaabemowin Hebrew
“Unitary Authorities of Wales,” Language in the British Isles,  
David Britain, ed. (Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 2007), p.252.
Languages across the globe are dying out.  
Language revival and revitalization movements 
attempt to stem the tide.
In Wales, the percentage of Welsh speakers 
declined steadily for centuries, then declined more 
sharply with industrialization.  Since the early 
1960s however, Welsh language and education 
have been the centerpiece of Welsh Nationalism.  
Today Welsh in spoken in the Welsh National 
Assembly, it can be heard daily on radio and 
television and it is compulsory in Welsh schools.
Hebrew had all but died out as a spoken language 
for over 2,000 years, and was confined to religious 
texts.  The transition to Modern Hebrew, now 
spoken by over five million people, is considered 
one of the most successful cases of language 
revitalization.  Eliezer Ben-Yehuda, who was 
instrumental in the revitalization movement, coined 
over 4,000 words for modern objects and concepts 
based on Hebrew roots.
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The University of Michigan offers a 
three-year language program for 
Anishinaabemowin, also known as 
Ojibwe, an Algonquian language spoken 
today in Michigan, Minnesota, Wisconsin 
and Ontario.  Anishinaabemowin is the 
language of the Ojibwe, Pottawatomi and 
Chippewa peoples.   The UM Native 
American Studies Program includes 
language instruction, literature, culture 
and outreach programs to the community.
For more information, see Ojibwe.net, an 
information hub for Ojibwe studies.  
Ojibwe.net provides language teaching 
aids, literature and texts in 
Anishinaabemowin, and it highlights 
community ties, organizations and events.
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